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From the Kingdom Chronicler

Greetings and Giggles to Our Gentle Readers,

Prepared to be amused by adult humour. Fully authentic and documentable!  Our very own 
superlative artist, Mistress Augusta Weyfare has applied her creative genius to produce new artwork 
for this issue.
If you have opened this Vox Borealis expecting solemn monks, chaste margins, and an unwavering 
devotion to modesty, you may wish to pause—perhaps even retreat. 

The pages ahead contain phallic imagery, visual mischief, and a quantity of medieval-style drolleries 
that would make certain abbots cough politely and change the subject.

Medieval manuscripts, particularly from the 13th to 15th centuries, were notorious for their marginal 
antics. Alongside prayers, psalms, and philosophical treatises, scribes gleefully drew grotesque 
hybrids, obscene jokes, and the occasional penis doing something it really ought not to be doing. One 
celebrated example, found in a Roman de la Rose manuscript, depicts a nun harvesting penises from 
a tree—an image that has puzzled scholars and delighted viewers for generations. 

The illuminators were particularly amused by fart jokes.  They punctuated scripture with enthusiastic 
emissions, etching their wind into the margins of time.

Warning: Some readers may find the content offensive. 

Medieval illuminators would likely have been please.

If you are still reading, then congratulations—you are exactly the audience this book was made for.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
Duchess Kaylah

Tudor sexy talk.

Parallax by Duchess Kaylah the Cheerful

“I’m only wearing three 
layers of undergarments”

Thank you to Mistress Augusta for instigating, 
 collaborating and generously contributing to 
“Vox After Dark”.
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Name the “Vox After Dark Cupid”
Our cupid needs a name!  Read the options aloud for better effect..
Vote for your favourite appellation for cupid’s appendage,          
email the Chronicler at ealdormere.kchronicler@gmail.ca

A) Phineas the Flying Phallas

B) Willie the Winged Dong

C) Marvin the Motivated Member

D) Peter the Pinioned Pecker

E) AeroDong

F) Bob the Butterfly Boner

G)Sol the Soaring Schlong

H) Other suggestions: ??? let us know!

Documentation has never been so fun!
 See links on last page for sources of Kaylah’s research.

Naughty Marginalia

Phallus Tree: Roman de la  Rose c 1325-1353
https://www.collectorsweekly.com/articles/naughty-nuns-flatulent-monks-and-other-
surprises-of-sacred-medieval-manuscripts/

Actual Documentation: 
Wienie in a Basket. 
You can’t make this up!
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Herbal Remedies  *Use at own risk*
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The Illuminator’s Illuminating Advice
Dear Illuminator: How can I tell that my beloved loves me back?       

 I send her artwork all the time.  She’s either smiling or gritting her teeth, I’m not sure which.

- Inky in Inverness

Dear Inky: Ah, love: the only thing more difficult to read than bad illumination in poor candlelight.

If your beloved will allow you into her home, clues abound. Observe carefully.  Are your love doodles 
affixed to the fridge with magnets? A hopeful sign. Are they pinned to the wall with darts? Less so, 
though it does suggest passion and good aim.

Now let us assume your artwork is of acceptable quality? (Our sponsor, Quinn’s Quills, would like me 
to remind you that fine feelings deserve fine quills, and that blotches are the enemy of romance.)

Proceed with caution.  If your art is framed, displayed prominently upon a table, and surrounded by 
candles, incense and sharp cutlery, you are either deeply adored, or what remains of your short life is 
about to become interesting.  Please consult the illuminations below on “When to Run and How Fast”. 

Love is a risk, Inky. But then again, so is working in ink.

-The Illuminator.

Know when to run...
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The Illuminator’s Illuminating Advice
Dear Illuminator: I want to plan a romantic date.  Do you have any suggestions? 
– Blank in Belfast

Dear Blank: At this time of year, a romantic sleigh ride is always popular. Nothing whispers devotion 
quite like freezing in an open conveyance while gazing steadily at a horse’s ass, steam rising gently 
into the twilight.

If your date appears captivated by this view, consider enhancing the moment with a few well-timed fart 
jokes. Medieval monks adored them, as evidence by the marginalia.  Nothing says eternal devotion 
like flatulent friars bending over in the margins, breaking their vows of silence and adding 
pneumatic footnotes to salvation history.
Should your companion seem unmoved by fart humour, escalate with burping the alphabet.  This 
demonstrates both lung capacity and literacy, two traits unfairly undervalued in modern courtship. 

For a quieter evening, I recommend grinding pigments together.  There is something deeply intimate 
about shared labour, stained fingers, and the slow, deliberate mixing of substances that may or may 
not be toxic. 

And remember that our sponsor, Quinn’s Quills,  supplies not only fine quills but a full range of 
scribal necessities, perfect for recording the evening – or filing a formal apology the next morning.

Romance is not about perfection. It’s about commitment, timing, and knowing when to stop burping.

- The Illuminator.

A fart joke or a burp? 
Marginalia from 
Gorleston Psalter 14th C

Horses and flatulence together.  

An irresistible romantic evening!

Not my favourite end of the horse. 

But this fellow thinks it’s song-worthy.

Nothing says eternal devotion like flatulent friars 
bending over in the margins, breaking their vows 
of silence and adding pneumatic footnotes to 
salvation history.  
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The Illuminator’s Illuminating Advice

Dear Generous:

Ah yes, Valentine’s Day: when love is measured in petals, calories and 
promises no one intends to keep. 

If you really want to astonish your beloved, think bigger.  Consider 
yards of fine linen, the universal language of romance and the always 
fashionable cotehardie.  Or arrange a grand tour of Europe, taking in 
castles, breweries, and at least one poorly lit inn where you will argue 
about directions.
Still uncertain? A book of fart jokes may be the most honest gift of all.  
Medieval illuminators adored them – tiny men bent double joyously 
trumpeting their way through eternity, venting sacred gas into the 
historical record.

Yet trinkets fade. Linen frays. Even fart jokes lose their punch. But the 
gift of a vermin-free home? That is love that scurries no more.

For this, I direct you to our sponsor, Richard the Rat Catcher, a man of 
firm boots, steady hands, and a deep respect for domestic peace. 
When the rats are gone, romance can truly flourish. 

Remember, true love is not measured by extravagance, but by how 
quietly one sleeps at night.
-The Illuminator

Dear Illuminator: I’m searching for the perfect Valentine’s gift for my beloved. 
 Any suggestions?
- Generous in Godrich
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Parallax by Duchess Kaylah the Cheerful

Happy Valentine’s Day
Let’s go to fight practice!.

The Best Valentine’s Gifts Ever

A hotel room overlooking Niagara Falls for the 

weekend. – Anonymous 

Editor’s note: Don’t be embarrassed, It’s a classic for a 

good reason.

A mixed tape Giovanni made me in high school is 
still my favourite. – Mistress Lucia 

The flowers are nice, but really it’s the sentiment 

that I cherish. – Dame Petra

A box of chocolates where the box was made of 

chocolate. – Lady Margarite

Editor’s note: where did you get that Eustace? That’s 

so cool!

A boy I liked better than the other boys gave me 

a card in school when I was five.

- Princess Laura

I usually receive jewelry. My favourite is a 

necklace shaped like an infinity symbol.

 – Duchess Jocea

Sven proposed to me on Valentine’s Day.
 – Mistress Kersteken

Editor’s note: Ok, Sven, you’re making everyone else 
look bad.

My husband and boys sent flowers and a stuffed 
animal to my work on a very Terrible Day. – 
Mistress Kersteken

My mother used to send me a box of chocolate or 

flowers every year, whether I was single or not!  

She was my Valentine!    - Lady Portia
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The Illuminator’s Illuminating Advice
Dear Illuminator: I’m in love, but I’m not sure my beloved loves me back. 
 How can I earn her love?
- Lonely in Lancashire

Dear Lonely: Going out on a limb here, but have you 
considered asking her how she feels?

I know, I know. Radical. Still, it is the quickest method. 
If she responds by brandishing a restraining order, that 
is generally considered a “no”.  If she does not, hope 
yet flickers like a trick birthday candle .

Should direct conversation fail, many couples enjoy 
shared activities. A popular option is a festive slay ride. 
 Armour up, and head out on the hunt.  Nothing forges 
intimacy quite like hunting fragrant Windebeast, 
followed by mulled wine and lively debate on which end 
of the breezy beast to mount on your trophy wall.

If all that exercise reeks of effort, you might consider 
Mandrake Essence,  our sponsor’s celebrated love 
potion, recommended by four out of five travelling 
bards. You do NOT want to know what happened to the 
fifth, nor why he no longer travels. 

(Please read the small print.  Slowly. In daylight.)

- The Illuminator

To potion or not to potion? 

That is the question.

Beware the Windebeast’s offensive maneuver.

True love needs no potions.
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Once Upon a Time on Valentine’s Day

I think the most memorable gift I ever received for 
Valentine’s Day was a trip to the ER and the 
chance to say “I told you so”.

Once upon a St. Valentine’s Day (that nearly 
became a massacre) I was dating a fun-loving 
but nearly fatally stubborn man we’ll call Ben. 
Ben had endured an unfortunate cold 6 weeks 
earlier, and I had been badgering him for the prior 
two weeks to go see his physician.

“Noo! I’m fine! It’s just a cough!” he protested, as 
though going to the doctor was akin to 
climbing Mt. Everest.

This went on until Valentine’s Day. As he was still 
feeling unwell, pale as a corpse, we opted for a 
night at my place celebrating with Ben’s favourite 
“breakfast-for-dinner”. Ben sprawled on the couch 
while I began the meal prep.

Five minutes in, he was snoring so loudly I was 
worried a walrus had somehow crept into the 
house. It was cold, and you never know. 
Walruses are crafty that way.

Dinner ready. I put plates of pancakes and 
bacon  on the table. I went to wake him, and that 
was when the “romantic evening” turned to 
something troubling. 

After three shakes and a solid punch to his 
shoulder, Ben woke,sat up, and I assume asked 
me “What the f***?” but nothing but a low gurgle 
came out of his mouth. He stared at me in growing 
horror as he tried to breathe and failed. I stared 
at him in horror as I realized what was happening.

After a short eternity, he managed to breathe in a 
little, and started coughing up… non-romantic 
things. One or two of the four humours, I’m 
sure.

“Right,” I said, “I’ve had enough. You’re going to 
the ER.”

Ben, ever the stubborn git, tried to resist, but he 
was weak as a kitten. I all but dragged the large 
dude to my vehicle, strapped him in, and off we 
went to the ER.

The doctor, bless his little black heart, tried to 
reassure me that it was probably nothing to worry 
about.

“Oh it’s probably just bronchitis,” he said in that 
condescending doctor tone. “However, since 
you’re clearly worried about your husband, we’ll 
take him in for an X-ray just to be on the safe 
side.”

“Boyfriend, and yes, X-rays. You do that,” I said, 
mustering patience but really wanting to swear 
loudly and creatively.

“See?” Ben said hopefully, apparently back to 
being stubborn instead of terrified at not being 
able to breathe an hour earlier.
 "I'm Fii-" <insert coughing fit>

“Let’s see what the X-ray has to say,” I replied.

Stay tuned.... turn the page.

The Valentine’s Miracle of Two Very Good Dogs    by Mistress Augusta Weyfare

Medieval Documentation: 
“Ben” languishes in bed while the dogs play.
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Once Upon a Time on Valentine’s Day

.....Continued from previous page

“Let’s see what the X-ray has to say,” I replied.

They took him away, and it was in that cold, quiet 
room I remembered. I had left dinner on the 
table, and two uncontained dogs in the house. 
 I had gone from irritated with Ben to hangry.

The orderly brought Ben back, who immediately 
dozed off.  The doctor returned, looking far less 
condescending. I had to rouse Ben with another 
strong shake.  
The doctor shuffled uncomfortably.

“Well,” he said, “nine times out of ten it’s not 
pneumonia, but well… your girlfriend saved 
your life. It's definitely pneumonia  – I’m not sure 
you would have woken up in the morning. 
Another day of this, and you absolutely wouldn’t 
have survived. 

So we’re going to start you on some steroids and 
we’re going to keep you overnight, on oxygen and 
you’ll need antibiotics…” 

Pretty sure he mentioned leeches too, but 
probably just to scare Ben into behaving. The 
doctor had seen the stubborn in action.

Once they had Ben in a room, I bid him 
goodnight, told the nurses to call me if he 
misbehaved (loud enough he could hear me, 
and the fiery rage in my voice) and headed 
home, alone.

Upon arriving home, I was no longer afraid for 
him, but afraid for the state of the house. I was 
certain my dog could handle anything eaten off 
the table, but my roommate’s dog never ate 
people food, and well… if you have ever owned 
a dog, you know what happens on the other 
end. 

To my shock and relief, the dogs had not 
actually gotten up to the table, but were sitting 
next to it, staring at it, and being Very Good Dogs. 
Drooling a river, certainly, but the meal was 
there, untouched.

Both Very Good Boys got bacon and a few 
treats, while the nearly fatally-stubborn boyfriend 
got two nights under a doctor’s care, and a very 
heartfelt, loving, caring “I TOLD YOU SO”.

Augusta
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