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SCA Homepage 

 

Their Majesties 
King Gannicus & 
Queen Maegwynn 

(Shane Cabot &  
Sheridan Pohl) 

 

ealdormere.crown @gmail.com  

Their Highnesses 
Prince Tristham &  
Princess Anneke  

(Jon Gibson & Lois Kerr) 
 
 

ealdormere.heirs@gmail.com 

 

Greater Kingdom Officers (Privy Council) 

  Regnum Ealdormerensis 

SOCIETY FOR CREATIVE ANACHRONISM INC 
Phone: 800-789-7486 or 408-263-9305      www.sca.org 

Online newsletters available at: http://enewsletter.sca.org/    
Membership forms available at: https://www.sca.org/ 

Society Seneschal: (Stacy Hall) Gwennodolynn ni hAilleachain  (408) 333-9904 | seneschal@sca.org 
SCA Board Chair: Martin Lochner, (Mark Faulcon),| mfaulcon@director.sca.org 
President: Bao Pham (Baron Baudoyn de Lafayette)|  president@sca.org 
Ombudsman for Ealdormere: Rhianwen ferch Bran ap Gruffydd (Joan Steurer)  |  jsteurer@director.sca.org  
Insurance Certificate Coordinator/Registrar/ SCA Member Services/Vice President-Corporate Operations: 

Louise Du Cray insurance@sca.org |  VPCorpOps@sca.org 

QUARTERLY BOARD MEETINGS https://www.sca.org/board-meetings/ 

• Mid Quarter Conference calls: May 27, 2025 & June 23, 2025 
• July 12 & 13, 2025 (virtual);  
• October 18 &19, 2025 (hybrid) 
.Click here to register to attend the meeting virtually via Zoom. 

All meetings start at 10:00 am unless otherwise noted.  Attendees are asked to wear modern 
clothing to Board meetings. Agenda submissions by the first of the month of          meeting.   

Kingdom Seneschal: 
Duchess Breyla La Viennette 
(Natasha Roach) 
ealdormere.kseneschal@gmail.com 

Kingdom Earl Marshal: 
Sir Elizabeth Mortimer (Karen Prentice) 
earlmarshal.ealdormere@gmail.com 

Kingdom Chronicler: 
Duchess Kaylah the Cheerful  
(Alisa Dyment) 
ealdormere.kchronicler@gmail.com  

Chancellor of the Exchequer: 
Lady Catherine Rose Lamont 
(Shelley Black) 647-204-4010           
101-1005 Pembridge Cres.,             
Kingston, ON, K7P 1Y2  

ealdormere.exchequer@gmail.com 

 

Trillium Herald: 

Lord Matthaus Lindenhayn von Shaffhausen 
(Daniel Patterson) 
trilliumherald@gmail.com 

Kingdom Minister of Arts & Sciences: 
Meisterin Siglinde Harfnerstochter (Diane 
Harper) 
ealdormere.kmoas@gmail.com 

Lord Clerk Register: 
Baron Penda of Glyndmere  

(Mark Paisley)ealdormereweb@gmail.com 

Kingdom Chatelaine 
Sir Brand Thorwaldsen  
(Blair Demarco-Wettlaufer) 

ealdormere.chatelaine@gmail.com 

Board Meetings 
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http://enewsletter.sca.org/
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mailto:jsteurer@director.sca.org
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mailto:VPCorpOps@sca.org
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__u6dNqB5RuSGsaOkgbOpSA
http://www.ealdormere.ca/seneschal.html
http://www.ealdormere.ca/earl-marshal.html
http://www.ealdormere.ca/chronicler.html
http://www.ealdormere.ca/exchequer.html
http://www.ealdormere.ca/trillium-herald.html
http://www.ealdormere.ca/min-arts-and-sciences.html
http://www.ealdormere.ca/lord-clerk-register.html
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Greetings to the Good Citizens of Ealdormere, 

Welcome to the War College Issue of Vox Borealis: Combat & Camaraderie  Fighting and fellow-
ship are building blocks of a great event!  Thank you to all our contributors who generously shared 
their battlefield expertise for this issue of the Vox:  

Viscount Mordain Blackcloak 
Sir Varakii Varenko Idanovich 
Master Xandra Rozina Xiberras Galea  
 

Special thank you to Earl Rattanicus for his 
work as event steward. 

Let’s go play! 

Cheerfully in Service, 
Duchess Kaylah, Kingdom Chronicler 

From The Kingdom Chronicler 

From The Sponsor of War College 2025 
Greetings to Ealdormere, 

Recently we resurrected the Ealdormere War College. The War College 

was created by Master  Hector of the Black Height in the early 90s. Hector 

passed the leadership to me in ‘95 and it ran for several years thereafter.  

It was a way to provide a common basis for the tactics we use at Pennsic 

as we don't muster enough fighters at any other event. Eventually it's time 

was over and we haven't run one for over a decade at this point, but some 

of us thought it would be worth running again. 

Thanks to Earl Rattanicus for doing the work in getting a site and              

autocrating the event. 

Viscount Sir Mordain 

http://www.ealdormere.ca/chronicler.html
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Viscount Mordain’s Class : The Column 
The Ealdormere Column: 

This is a formation we often used in field battles before we fell away from the practice. It consists of 
a column four fighters wide with each row being made up of two pairs of fighters. The leader is in 
front of the column and it is their job to choose the pace of the column, and the direction.  

The purpose is to maneuver the column into the best position to attack the enemy, ideally hitting a 
flank. Once contact is made each pair of fighters heads to expand the line from the point of impact 
until the whole column is engaged.  

Ideally the enemy is crushed and  we reform on the banner and a new target is chosen. Indeed that 
occasionally happened. However if a good target was chosen we have at least mangled an enemy 
unit and we often caused an outsized impact compared to our numbers. 

Mordain 

The Column of Marcus Aurelius, completed 193 CE to honour victories in the Marcomannic Wars. 

The reliefs on the column, which spirals upwards, show Roman soldiers marching, engaging in     

battle and performing other military activities. And yes, the Column does depict troop movement in a 

column.  The photo above shows troops moving across a bridge. 

 

reference website: Ancient Rome Live https://ancientromelive.org/column-of-marcus-aurelius/  
Photo from: https://www.walksinrome.com/column-of-marcus-aurelius-rome.html 
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The majority of attendees at this War College had extensive battlefield experience and command 

experience.  But there’s still a few folks who are newer.  These are ones we’d love to teach! 

Rather than try the patience of those who are already familiar with Ealdormerian battle commands 

by providing lengthy didactic explanations, I thought it would be more fun to present the concepts  in 

Pictionary form, then encourage those who are unfamiliar with the answers to find a buddy to ask for 

more detailed information.  This is a teaching technique called “jigsawing”. 

Interestingly, it worked.  Several newer fighters sought out trusted older fighters and had illuminating 
conversations. 
    

Duchess Kaylah’s Battlefield Pictionary 

Topic: Combatants Choice of Action 
Ironman: 

Combatants who participate in both       
armoured and fencing combat.   

Clearly, a group with FOMO. 
At Pennsic: to earn Battlefield Ironman 

status one must  
“fight ‘em all and fence ‘em all”. 

Topic: Combatants Choice of Action 
Running with Scissors: 

Only join this team if you run fast!  
A suicide charge at the start of an objective 

type battle  (flag or majority ground).  
The fastest runners will over-shoot the  

objective, slowing the  opponents advance.  
The next fastest runners will set up the first 
line of defense, the next will reinforce, etc. 

Topic: Combatants Choice of Action 
Rest at the Banner: 

Banners always need to be defended.   
Go rest there.  It’s a useful thing to do. 

Topic: Combatants Choice of Action 
Rez if You’re Injured: 

Unless you are defending an essential  
objective at a critical time, don’t hang around 

with one arm or leg.   
Go get resurrected.  Be healed.   

Fight with all your limbs.  
You’re more useful this way. 
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Duchess Kaylah’s Battlefield Pictionary 
Topic: Battle Plans 

Horns of the Bull: 
Double Envelopment 

Both flanks advance quickly, while 
the center advances slower,                

forming a U-Shaped battlefield, 
hopefully enveloping the opposing 

armies. 

Topic: Field Commands 
 

Killing Pocket:  
In a limited front scenario, set up a 

concave skirmish line.   
Do not advance this line, allow the 

opponents to come to us. 

Topic: Field Commands 
Stay the Line: 

Do not advance the skirmish line.  
Used when  your army has sufficient 
control of the objective such as a flag 

or center real estate on a bridge. 
Never yell “Hold the line”.  

You know why. 

Topic: Battle Plans 
 

Swirl of Death: 
One hard fast flank,  

usually countered by a hard fast flank 
by the opposing team, resulting in a 

swirling of the battlefield. 
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Sir Varenko’s Bridge Battles 

On the Bridge: 
1.Understand the ranges, leverage 

them for advantage  
if no range weapons, close to where 
you can get parity 
 
2. Moving people can be as important 
as killing them  
· Lateral clearance! - 
·  stopping columns 
· knees range of threat 
· look for assists more than kills 
 
3. Traffic Control - spears up  
   -lanes - 
  -ready to charge  
 
4. You have a voice and yes, that  
can see what other can’t  

- use them 
 
5. Columns - two can be enough 
 -charge get back 
 -low man wins 
 
Column charges vs. Pulse  
    Charges 

•give space! 
•self organize 
•- find friends 
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Sir Varenko’s Bridge Battles 

Breakout! 
 
Pick a side, 
Stack a column 
Keep moving 
-communicate with the rest o the line! 

closes the hole 

Kill Pocket! 

If not, deny pocket 
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Gang up on people  
  - team sport 

Sir Varenko’s Bridge Battles 

Inverse  
condition 

Gen has  
the plan! 

Sir Varenko 

wins 1
st 

place 

Best Handwriting  
in the Kingdom,  

plus bonus points for 

multi-coloured pens. 

Bridge Class Notes: 
Discuss Victory  Conditions of Plan 
3 Conditions- kill pocket 
  -on the bridge 
  -Breakouts 
 
 
 
Plans: -take midpoint + 1 step 
  -take whole bridge 
 
Rules: Pushed off =Dead 
 Victory conditions vary 
 
Total “guns” does not matter as 
much as “guns” at point of 
 contact 
 
 
this has implications for weapons 
ranges 
 Spears can engage where 
 swords can’t & vice-versa 
 
Killing pocket- discuss shape, range 
  & why it works 
  -jobs 
  Breakouts & how to k ill them 
If no poles, reach is life. 
if poles, it is the job of 
poles to “sheepdog” them  
into a killable shape. 
 
Avoid the kill pocket makers there is  an advantage. 
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You’re Gonna Die.And That’s OK. 

11am-noon on the Rapier Field 

Fencing Class Title:  Compare & Contrast Melee Life Scenarios : Life Choices 

Instructor  Duchess Kaylah 

Class Description: You're gonna die.  And that's ok.   

This is a live melee exercise in comparative melees.   How do you feel, existentially, 
about your existence with one life, 3 lives or unlimited resurrection.  How do the life 
conditions impact strategy? 

The Action: After dividing into teams, we will fight 3 sets of melees. 

First set will be single life.  We'll do this 3x, because it's so fast. 

Second set will be 2 resurrections, which is 3 lives.  We'll do this twice. 

Final set will be unlimited resurrections for a time limit to be determined by the num-
ber of participants. 

After the fighting, there will be a very brief existential discussion.  All participants are 
encouraged to continue to meditate upon the various life scenarios at their own 
pace.  Talk with your carpool buddies on the way home, enjoy a beverage in the 
evening and think about it. 



 

 The Vox Borealis - Supplemental Newsletter for the Kingdom of Ealdormere     July 2025, AS LX      Page 11   

Master Rigel’s “How to Watch a Fight” 
The class was a workshop in how to watch a fight, 

focused on fencing.  Hopefully this type of workshop 

is helpful not only to fencers, to help figure out 

their opponents, but also to spectators, who want to 

understand what's going on in a fight.   

We started with some thought experiments and      

discussion of theory, about a single fencer. For       

example, the first question when you line up against a 

fencer should be "what do I see"... what weapons do 

they have? Are they left handed or right handed? Are 

they standing dominant foot forward?   

 

 

The answers to these questions begin to tell you a little bit 

about what you will need to defend against.      

For example, a fencer with sword and dagger standing 

with the sword side forward has a very dangerous    

weapon quite close to you, but the dagger isn't as much 

of a danger for a primary attack.   

 

 

These sorts of things are also interesting and useful for 

a spectator to note.  They tell you a little bit ahead of 

time of what is *likely* to happen.  Sometimes the    

answers aren't very obvious, such as with someone 

who brings out a case of rapiers.   

We also discussed watching your opponent to see if 

they give you an evident sense of timing. For example, 

bobbing their sword to a beat.  They will be more ready 

to attack a specific points in that cadence. You can use 

this to your advantage and attack them in syncopation 

to their beat, thus gaining yourself a few milliseconds 

           of advantage.   

From there, the workshop moved on to practicing the lessons learned, and everyone took turns 

fencing against other people while the rest of the crowd watched.  Both the observers and the   

combatants were asked about what happened, because in this way we can start to build up our 

skills in watching a fight, and in being aware of what is happening in a fight that we're a part of.  

Rozi 



 

 The Vox Borealis - Supplemental Newsletter for the Kingdom of Ealdormere     July 2025, AS LX      Page 12   

The Staff of War College 
Sponsoring group: Shire of Bastille du Lac 

Grumpy old knight at the helm: Sir Mordain Blackcloak 

Event Steward: Earl Amelius Claudius Rattanicus 

Reservations Steward: Duchess Jocea Valente 

WebSite Design: Mistress Matilda of Swynford 

Feast: Duchess Domhnaill Galbraith and Baron Corwyn Galbraith  

All sorts of helpful things: Sir Brand Thorwaldsen, Countess Isabel Atwyll, Master Berend van der Eych 

Thank you to the marshals for the day without whom we couldn’t have played! 

Earl Marsal:  
Viscountess Sir Elizabeth Mortimer 
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Landed Baronial Nobles of Ealdormere 
Septentria 
Brenden Hunterston & Jehanne de  Bretagne 
(Brent Baker &  Annie Malouin) 
baronandbaronessofseptentria@gmail.com  

Rising Waters 

Sciath ingen Chaennaig (Trudi Crumpwright)  
risingwaters@gmail.com 

Skraeling Althing 

Dubhessa ni Ulliam & Joffr Rodson  
(Devin Baggs & Jeff Hitchcock) 
Baron@skraelingalthing.com 
Baroness@skraelingalthing.com 

Ramshaven 
Henry Foster & Bridget Larkin 
(Noel Dyer & Heather Galoska) 
henryandbrigit@gmail.com  

Ben Dunfirth 

Jorgen Lennertson & Meredyth Llwellyn  
(George Bird & Alicia York-Bird) 
Baronialsofbendunfirth@gmail.com  

Links to Society 
Corporate & Society Officers:  
https://www.sca.org/about/officers/#board 

Member Services & Membership Renewal: 
 https://www.sca.org/member-services/ 

Kingdom Newsletters: http://enewsletter.sca.org/    

Seneschallorum 
Barony of Ben Dunfirth 
Noble Ren (Cassie Ren Singer) 
bendunfirth.seneschal@gmail.com  

Barony of Ramshaven 
Lord Aldwynn of Cantererbury  
(Richard Albercht) 
ramshavenseneschal@gmail.com  

Canton of Bryniau Tywynnog 
Mistress Eyrny Omarsdottir         

(Kathleen Gormanshaw)

bryniau.tywynnog@gmail.com 

Canton of der Welfengau 
THL Bethan Macfinnon 
(Ryan Thorpe) 
dw.guelph@gmail.com 
Canton of Northgaedham  
Lord Wulfric of the Blackwoods 
(Rick Weirmeier) 
northgaedhamseneschal@gmail.com  

Barony of Rising Waters 
Baron Dmitri Kievskoi  
(Sam Hardie) 
seneschal.risingwaters@gmail.com 

Barony of Septentria 
Mistress Anne Tinker (Sue Corbishley) 
baronyseptentriaseneschal@gmail.com 

 
 

Canton of Ardchreag 
Kaolin of ArdChreag 
(Kathleen Daoust)                                             
seneschal.ardchreag@gmail.com 

Canton of Beremere 
Thomassen na Collie Cloiche 
(Steve Cairns)
beremereseneschal@gmail.com 

Royal Citie of Eoforwic 

John Sproul seneschaleofor-
wic@gmail.com  

Canton of Monadh 
Emma Danskona (Sarah Scroggie) 
monadh.ealdormere@gmail.com 

Canton of Petrea Thule 
Sir Tiberius of Warwickshire 
(Paul Cahill) 
fhule.seneschal@gmail.com 

Canton of Skeldergate 
Lord Feilan of Skeldergate 
(Mike Hussey) 
skeldergate.seneschal@gmail.com 

Canton of Vest Yorvik 
(dormant) 
seneschal@vestyorvik.org 

Barony of Skraeling Althing 
Mistress Eluned verch Angor (Lynette 
Pike) seneschal@skraelingalthing.com 

Canton of Caldrithig 
Noble Cecilia the Sinister  
(Jessica Cohen)  
caldrithigseneschal@gmail.com 

Stronghold of Greyfells 
Noble Rodrigo Berenguer  (Pete Filipe) 
greyfells@skraelingalthing.com  

Stonghold of Tor Brant 

Vargo Geden (Ian McInall) 
torbrant.seneschal@gmail.com  

Shire of Bastille du Lac 
Countess Isabel Atwyll  
(Candace Moynahan) 
Seneschal.Bastille@gmail.com 

Shire of Ulfheim 

THL Thorsteinn Bjarnylyr Sveinnson 
(Daniel L Charsley) 
ulfheimseneschal@gmail.com  

Shire of the March of St. Martin 
THL Yamagata Tokimune 
(Matt Day) 
marchseneschal@gmail.com 

Shire of Trinovantia Nova 
Baron Rhisiart ap Meredudd 
(Morgan Birch) 
Trinovantia.seneschal@gmail.com 

Shire of Champcorbeau 
Lord Renier de Champcorbeau (Rene 
Cadotte)corbieseneschal@gmail.com  

SCA Officers     SCA Membership  SCA newsletters 

Kingdom of Ealdormere:  

mailto:henryandbrigit@gmail.com
http://enewsletter.sca.org/
mailto:bendunfirth.seneschal@gmail.com
mailto:seneschaleoforwic@gmail.com
mailto:seneschaleoforwic@gmail.com
mailto:greyfells@skraelingalthing.com
mailto:torbrant.seneschal@gmail.com
mailto:ulfheimseneschal@gmail.com
mailto:corbieseneschal@gmail.com
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The Vox Borealis 
Supplemental Newsletter  

for the Kingdom of Ealdormere  
Boilerplate: A few things we’re required to say...  

This is the July 2025 AS 60 issue of The Vox Borealis, supplementing The Tidings, the official newsletter 
of the Kingdom of Ealdormere. Ealdormere is a branch of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., . 
The Vox Borealis is published as a service to their membership. This newsletter is available online at 
http://enewsletter.sca.org/    

Entire issue is copyright © 2025 to the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. All rights remain with the authors of work 
submitted to The Tidings and Vox Borealis for publication. No part of this newsletter may be reproduced.  For infor-
mation on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the Kingdom Chronicler, 
who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors. 

All changes of address or questions about subscriptions should be sent to the Corporate Office by email member-
ship@sca.org or by phone at 800-789-7486 or 408-263-9305 (Mon-Thurs 9am-4pm PT) ext. 203. For more information 
or to purchase memberships online, please visit https://www.sca.org/member-services/ .  Paper membership forms 
are also available https://www.sca.org/resources/document-library/#membership  . You may also mail in membership 
to Member Services Office, SCA, Inc., P.O. Box 66347 Scotts Valley, CA 95067  Fax: 408-263-0641 

Cover Photo: Mistress Augusta Weyfare, with permission from THL Gwendolynn  
photos pg 5,6,7,11, 12 by Duchess Kaylah the Cheerful 
Photos pg 3 &5, Earl Rattanicus 
Varenko’s notes: courtesy of Sir Veranko 
Blue ribbon from : https://clipart-library.com/ 
Tactical hand signals, originally from Airsoft (2003), now on Pintrest, Chris Marlin 

Contributors 

http://enewsletter.sca.org/
https://www.sca.org/resources/document-library/#membership
https://evanderandmarioun.weebly.com/

