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Investigating lliton

By Baronesse Claricia de la Mere

The Barony of llliton is located in the central lllinois areas of Peoria and
surrounding counties as part of the Midlands. They started out as a shire
in 1976.

On June 25, 1983, llliton was elevated from a shire to a barony. This made
it one of the earlier baronies established in the Middle Kingdom and one
of the oldest continuously operating branches in the Midlands region.
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, Illiton became a fixture of SCA activity
in central lllinois. Its territory expanded and as membership spread
westward, llliton sponsored the creation and development of the March
(now Canton) of Lochmorrow, which serves western lllinois counties.

The founding Baron and Baroness were Baron Orson die Grosse
Maur and Mistress Maria Teresa Ribeiro dos Santos, who helped
establish the newly formed barony. Mistress Maria also served with
Baron Ursus Grendellson, and finally with Master Gareth Thorne.
When she stepped down, Mistress Catherine Oakley finished the term with Master Gareth.

On October 21, 2006, Baron Charles Cedric Morton and Baronowa Alzbeta Michalik were invested as
Baron and Baroness, serving until January 31, 2009. They were followed by Master Wilhelm Michalik
and Baronowa Alzbeta Michalik, who served from January 31, 2009, until August 27, 2016. Master John
Inchingham and Mistress Maire ingen Dauith then served the populace from August 27, 2016, through
August 28, 2021. Master Robert Thorne and Baroness Nessa von Metten stepped up on August 28 2021
and, by the time you read this, will have stepped down at Simple Day on July 4. Baron Alured Husher and
Baroness Arianna Husher will serve as the Coronets going forward.

Sources:
https://illiton.midrealm.org/about-illiton/
https://middlewiki.midrealm.org/index.php/Illiton
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Six Questions With a Crown Prince
Prince Radagaisus Vidigoia Balthus (called Rutgur)

SCA Name and Title: Sir Radagaisus Vidigoia Balthus
(called Rutgur), Crown Prince and Heir to the Five
Regions

Modern Name: James (Jim) Bollinger, Sr.

Pronouns: he/him

1) How did you find the SCA?

Tangentially through a foam fighting group, | was
invited by a gamer college to the Bay Crafters’
Renaissance Faire in NE Ohio.

How long have you been involved?
Since 1991 (My first Pennsic was 19).

2) You've been Crown once before, what's one of
Your favorite memories from Your first reign?

We created the Barony of Ayreton, which was a real
privilege. We did a Gate shift at Pennsic with the
King & Queen of the East - as King, | got to check in a
person (from the Midrealm) who was attending their

first Pennsic. Prince Rutger at Northern Oaken War
i ) i . ) Maneuvers.

3) What is one thing You want to do in this reign that photo credit: THL Tarmach ben Yehuda

You didn't before? al-Khazari (Richard Mandel).

About the only thing We didn't get to do is elevate new Peers to the Orders of Defense and the
Mark (since they didn't exist yet).

4) What are your 2 favorite things to do in the SCA?
Armored combat (obviously) and camping.

5) What's an SCA activity you'd like to try, but haven't yet?
Court Herald

6) What are your favorite SCA-adjacent movies or books?

Anything JRR Tolkein, Narnia, Conan the Barbarian, Dragonslayer, Gladiator, Alexander the Great
(1956), El Cid (1961), The Last Kingdom (series), The Fall of the Roman Empire (1964), Ivanhoe
(1952), Excalibur.
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Six Questions With a Crown Princess

Princess Ceinwen ferch Elidir O'Denbigh

SCA Name and Title: Ceinwen ferch Elidir O’'Denbigh,
Crown Princess and Heir to the Five Regions
Modern Name: Karen Bollinger

Pronouns: she/her

1) How did you find the SCA? How long have you
been involved?

College friends invited me to a bardic circle in a friend
of a friend of a friend’'s basement. I've been hooked
for 34 years,

2) You've been Crown once before, what's one of
Your favorite memories from Your first reign?

Too many joys to number here. We were surrounded
by an incredible team of people who worked hard to
make every experience the best it could be. There
is still no way to thank them all. A singular moment
of Pennsic Magic was created by Hector of the Black
Height, an Ealdormerian Bard, who came to visit and
sang me a song on the steps of the QE2 during a
Pennsic Battle. | added harmony and he didn't know
I'd sing with him. Princess Ceinwen at Northern Oaken

. . . . ) War Maneuvers.
3) What is one thing You want to do in this reign that photo credit: THL Tarmach ben Yehuda

You didn't before? al-Khazari (Richard Mandel).

It will be a Winter Reign, so | am very much looking
forward to being a better patroness of the Arts and Sciences than last time; | want this to
be much more about the people of the Midrealm and the Kingdom itself; I'd like to be more
present without the necessary distractions a War Reign brings, | am hoping to better focus on
the importance of home (and there are some secrets).

4) What are your 2 favorite things to do in the SCA?

Only 2?7?? Cook and explore food history, be able to help when needed, plan things, be a part
of anyone’s magic when | can.

5) What's an SCA activity you'd like to try, but haven't yet?
There are so many! | don't think there’s anything | wouldn't try given the time and supervision.
6) What are your favorite SCA-adjacent movies or books?

Disney’s animated Sleeping Beauty; The Name of the Rose; Princess Bride; Robin Hood (yes
Prince of Thieves);...and Men in Tights; The Lion in Winter; Becket; Several iterations of The
Three Musketeers; The Court Jester; Go way back to the 1950s sword and sandal movies,
then the crazy stuff from Harry Hausen, add in the 1980s barbarian films; a number of Monty
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Six Questions With a Coronet

Alured Husher, Baron of llliton

SCA Name and Title: His Excellency llliton
Modern Name: Percy Dietz
Pronouns: he/him

1) How did you find the SCA? How long have you been involved?

| was introduced to the SCA from a friend | played tabletop role playing games with during college in the
early 90's. My friend was a member of Darkriver and invited us all to come with her to a demo being held.
My first event was the Jubilee Olde English fair demo held by Jubilee State Park and Barony of llliton. |
really started participating when | later moved to Peoria and llliton lands in 1995.

2) What made you decide to put your name in to be the next Baronage of llliton?

Love of our Barony and the example set by our populace. The core of our Barony has set a daunting
example of serving the Dream and Kingdon. After having a long discussion with my wife, we hoped it
might be the most impactful way we could serve the group that is our home and has provided us with a
found family.

3) What are some things about your barony that make it special and beloved?

To me it is the people and found family that it contains. It has been the source of some of my fondest
memories.

4) What are your 2 favorite things to do in the SCA?

Everything feasting: Planning, researching, testing, and cooking a feast for an event. | also enjoy day
camps during events. It's a time to commune with distant friends to share stories and refreshment
together.

5) What's an SCA activity you'd like to try, but haven't yet?
Perhaps illumination. | was an Art major in college, before | changed to Computer Science.

6) What is your favorite piece of garb that you own? (bonus points for photos!)

My new favorite is my Baronial
Investiture garb. It was made by =S
the love and hard work of my \
friends. My prior is the garb in
my polling photo with my wife.
It is in my device colors and
was once worn by friend and i,
mentor Master Gunther von Stein R
(Rocky.). It was gifted to me by
Mistress Maria Teresa Riberio dos
Santos, our founding Baroness
after his passing.

photo credit: Roisin de Burgh
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Six Questions With a Coronet

Arianna Husher, Baroness of llliton

SCA Name and Title: Her Excellency llliton
Modern Name: Kali Dietz
Pronouns: she/her

1) How did you find the SCA? How long have you been involved?

| found the SCA through dating Percy and our friends in our tabletop gaming group. They regularly
worked at the Jubilee Olde English Fair and | was introduced to the rest of llliton. | enjoyed my time
so | joined shortly after. I've been involved for almost 20 years and a member for nearly 18 years.

2) What made you decide to put your name in to be the next Baronage of Illiton?

| decided to put my name in for the Baronage of llliton for the love of my group. I've served in
multiple officer positions through the years, and felt this was another job | could possibly do well
in. | take the words in the populace pledge “to serve where serve | might” seriously.

3) What are some things about your barony that make it special and beloved?

Illiton is special to me because of her people! Illiton is a service barony, and her people are always
working hard for the betterment of the Society. | grew up in a smallish family, so being welcomed
into the group when | was younger has given me the chance to have a large chosen family.

4) What are your 2 favorite things to do in the SCA?

My two favorite things to do in the SCA are to participate in feast kitchens and meet new people.
I'm an introvert at heart, but being in the SCA has helped me come out of my shell and meet some
wonderful people.

5) What's an SCA activity you'd like to try, but haven't yet?

I'd like to try more calligraphy! I'm no artist, but | have decent handwriting normally so it's
something | think i could get decent at with practice.

6) What is your favorite piece of garb
that you own? (bonus points for
photos!)

My favorite piece of garb is now
my baronial investiture outfit! i
It matches with my husband so
that's cute, but it was also made \
with love from multiple of our
friends. My second favorite piece
is the purple Turkish coat I'm
wearing in our polling picture
because it's comfortable and easy
to work in.

photo credit: Oda Umi (Laura Crowell)
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Six Questions With a Kingdom Officer

Baronesse Claricia de la Mere, Chatelaine

SCA Name and Title: Baronesse Claricia de la Mere
Modern Name: Karin McNaughton
Pronouns: she/her

Disclosure: | am interviewing myself!

1) How did you find the SCA? How long have you been
involved?

| learned of the SCA from a Girl Scout demo, but
didn't join until 1997 at college (Dernehealde
represent!). There were a lot of moves and breaks
where all | did was Pennsic before | became SCA-
active again in about 2014.

2) What made you decide to apply for the position of
Kingdom Chatelaine?

| was encouraged to apply from the angle of a
marketing professional. At a high level, helping people
find us and encouraging creating an environment
where they want to stay uses a lot of the same tactics
and practices that marketing does. So what are the

best ways to promote and communicate to do that? |

hope | can help with that! Kingdom Chatelaine Claricia at NOWM
2025.

3) What are your goals for the office during your term?  photo credit:Baronesse Claricia de la Mere

(Karin McNaughton)

| have IDEAS. First, | want to better connect all the
Kingdom'’s chatelaines so we can be a resource to each other. | am appointing special deputies
for different segments of the population to find ways to better engage - seniors, families,

and young adults. And it JUST so happens that I'm looking for people who want to help the
kingdom do better at reaching families and young adults - if that might be you, email me at
chatelaine@midrealm.org!!

4) What are your 2 favorite things to do in the SCA?

Cooking/food research and looking at A&S. | love supporting the A&S community because
| get to see all the cool things that everyone makes. It's so amazing! I'm still looking for a
handcraft that I'm not terrible at...

5) What's an SCA activity you'd like to try, but haven't yet?
Stone carving - but starting small.
6) What is one thing people might be surprised to learn about you outside the SCA?

| can tap dance - actually | just wish there were more excuses to put on some tunes and get
your groove on. What's your favorite dance tune?
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